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Conyers steps down from House post 


Has been 


top Democrat 


on Judiciary 
Committee 
since 1995 


Todd Spangler Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


WASHINGTON - Beset by disturbing allega- 
tions of sexual harassment, U.S. Rep. John 
Conyers of Detroit stepped down Sunday 
morning as the ranking Democrat of the pow- 
erful House Judiciary Committee, leaving a 
spot the longtime civil rights legend and advo- 
cate for the poor and disadvantaged has trea- 
sured and battled to keep. 


“After careful consideration and in light of 
the attention drawn by recent allegations made 
against me, I have notified the Democratic 
leader of my request to step aside (as ranking 
member) during the investigation of these 
matters,” Conyers said in a news release sent 
out about 12:30 p.m. 

“I deny these allegations, many of which 
were raised by documents reportedly paid for 
by a partisan alt-right blogger,” added Conyers. 
“I very much look forward to vindicating my- 


U.S. Rep. John 
Conyers Jr., 
D-Detroit 


self and my family before the House Commit- 
tee on Ethics.” 

Conyers, 88, had been either the ranking 
Democrat or chairman of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee since 1995 and had been the first and 
only African-American to hold that position. 
The committee oversees the Justice Depart- 
ment and the federal criminal code, among 
other areas of jurisdiction. 


See CONYERS, Page 7A 
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Macomb clerk 
Spranger faces 
sternest tests 


Union attorneys want 
county clerk held in 
contempt of court. 


LIFE, 1C 
A new form 
of expression 


‘Crafitivism’ trend stitches 
together crafting, activism. 


@ Usa TODAY 


Surge of states 
approve medical 
pot for PTSD 


Veterans, advocacy groups 
are key to shifting tide. 
Nation, Page 2A 
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BIG BELLE ISLE UNVEILING THIS WEEK 


Detroit’s aquarium 


joins in comeback 


Gigi Gorelik holds up her 1-year-old son, Ari, to take a closer look at a Bichir exhibit at the Belle Isle 
Aquarium. PHOTOS BY ROMAIN BLANQUART/DETROIT FREE PRESS 


Fund-raiser aims to build 
interest, boost exhibit space 


Bill Laitner Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Giant prehistoric fish invade Detroit! 

Well, that’s a stretch. The Belle Isle 
Aquarium is the new home of two harmless 
prehistoric piscines, better known as stur- 
geon (pronounced STIR-gin). If you see 
them you can truly say, “You havent 
changed in ages!” 

They could grow to 7 feet long. But right 
now? They’re just over a foot. They’re under 
wraps for an unveiling at the aquarium’s 
fund-raiser this week. Still, the Free Press 
got a sneak peek, and we can’t keep a secret. 

That’s because, while these slim brown 
creatures are no danger to Detroit, ina finny 
old-fashioned way they’re a big deal. The 
once-endangered Great Lakes sturgeon is 
making a comeback, just like Detroit, and 
just like the city’s historic aquarium. 


See AQUARIUM, Page 9A 


X More at Freep.com: Watch a video from the exhibit and see more photos with this story online. 


Lake sturgeon Acipenser fulvescens 


X Size: Up to 200 pounds and 7 feet long, 


SOURCE: Michigan Department of Natural Resources 


with females being longer and heavier than males. 
XLifespan: 55 years for males, 70-100 years for females. 


X Diet: Small invertebrates (insect larvae, crayfish, snails, 
clams and leeches) along the bottom of lakes and rivers. 


X Conservation status: A threatened species in Michigan. 


Abandoned 
big-box 
store sites 
a problem 


Changing shopping habits 
leave spaces difficult to fill 


JC Reindl Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


For clues to what may happen to all those 
empty big-box stores and ailing shopping 
centers in suburban Detroit where people 
once swarmed, look to the shopping district 
around Westland’s namesake mall. 

When retailers such as Value City, Circuit 
City, Service Merchandise and Macy’s at 
Westland Shopping Center closed, they left 
behind large and vacant store buildings, a 
type of retail space that has gotten challeng- 
ing to fill amid the explosive growth of online 
shopping and consumers’ changing shopping 
habits. 

A few of these shuttered stores were even- 
tually refilled with new stores. Others were 
transformed to house businesses that arent 
retail. Some still sit vacant, and one big box 
was torn down. 

While Westland has seen a particular 
abundance of large store closings, retail and 
development, experts say that suburbs 
across the region have become over-saturat- 
ed with stores as more shopping moves on- 
line and traditional retailers downsize. 

There is general agreement that southeast 
Michigan now has more empty big-box and 
midsize box stores than retail tenants to fill 
the space. 


See RETAILERS, Page 8A 


Hussein Mouzaihem, left, and Mohammed 
Alwishah, both of Dearborn Heights, work 
out at Crunch Fitness in a former furniture 
store. SEAN WORK/SPECIAL TO THE FREE PRESS 
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High 45° X Low 38° 
Mostly sunny. Forecast, 2A 
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Brock Ward went fishing up north; he never came home 


Allie Gross Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Broderick “Brock” Ward had been up north 
on a fishing trip with a friend for just under 24- 
hours when he called family asking for help get- 
ting home. 

Things in Kalkaska, the 42-year-old Ward 
said, were “crazy,” according to his brother Sam- 
uel Ward, 38, who remembers Brock telling him 
about how a resident had questioned what he — 


a black man from Inkster — was doing there. 

“You never heard of Kalkaska? There are 
three Ks in Kalkaska for a reason,” the man, ac- 
cording to Samuel Ward, told Brock — a refer- 
ence to the Ku Klux Klan. 

Explaining that he felt uncomfortable — the 
friend he had traveled up north with had in- 
structed him to hide in a backroom should his 
“racist” friends come over — Brock Ward told his 
brother that he had asked a mutual friend to 
come get him. Should the pal need gas money, 


“He called for 
a ride. He was 
telling me, 
I’m on my way 
back down.” 


Samuel Ward 
Speaking about 
his brother, 
Brock Ward, and 
his plans to leave 
Kalkaska while 
ona fishing trip 


the father of three said, Samuel should give it 
to him. 

That was Nov. 17, the last time the brothers 
spoke. The following day, when the friend ar- 
rived, Brock Ward’s phone went unanswered. 
Three days later on Tuesday, Nov. 21, Samuel 
Ward and two other family members traveled 
the five hours to northern Michigan in search 
of their missing kin. 


See KALKASKA, Page 10A 


